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Thank You!
Many thanks to all the people without whom this event could not have occurred.
We thank the University of Alberta for their support and partnership particularly

the Office of the President; Office of the Provost and Vice President; Office of External
Relations; Office of Public Affairs; Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry; Faculty of Arts; Faculty

of Science and the Faculty of Physical Education and Recreation.

Thank you to staff at Snell Hall, Walter C. Mackenzie Health Sciences Centre,
and the McMullen Gallery.

Particular thanks to Pamela Brett-MacLean, Co Director, Arts & Humanities in Health
and Medicine Program – Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, and to

Debra Pozega Osburn, Associate Vice-President – External Relations.

Thank you to David Cheoros, Wes Borg, Charlotte Maidens, Cheewan Chattargoon,
Chuck Ouimet and Dwayne Radke.

A special appreciation of thanks to all volunteers.

Edmonton is honoured to receive the prestigious award of
Cultural Capital of Canada for 2007. The designation is awarded to cities

demonstrating the ability to celebrate and build legacy  for arts and culture,
and also demonstrating a good track record of past achievements.

In Edmonton arts, culture and heritage play a vital and ever
expanding role in supporting and sustaining our community.



presented and performed works at many festivals around the world
such as Cyberconf, Ars Electronica, and SigGraph, and holds a number
of patents in diverse areas of technology.

Sid Fels
New Interfaces for Artistic Expression: A Mouthful

Sidney Fels has been in the Department of Electrical & Computer
Engineering at the University of British Columbia since 1998.  He was
a visiting researcher at ATR Media Integration & Communications
Research Laboratories in Kyoto, Japan from 1996 to 1997, and was
recognized as a Distinguished University Scholar at UBC in 2004.  He
is internationally known for his work in human-computer interaction,
biomechanical modeling, neural networks, intelligent agents, new
interfaces for musical expression and interactive arts with over one
hundred scholarly publications and exhibitions to his name.  He is
currently the Director of the Media and Graphics Interdisciplinary Center
(MAGIC), and leads the Human Communication Technologies Laboratory.

Rob Shields
From Intangible to Tangible and Back Again

Rob Shields is Henry Marshall Tory Chair and Professor in the
Departments of Sociology and Art and Design.  He specializes in cultural
studies, in particular the social use and meanings of urban spaces and
regions, including tourist destinations, and the impact that changing
geographical and spatial assumptions (“spatializations”) have on
cultural identities and urban life.  His research results have been
disseminated in a peer-reviewed journal Space and Culture (Sage) and
publications on the spatiality of the city, consumption and Lifestyle
Shopping (ed. 1993) and Places on the Margin (Outstanding Book of
the Year, 1991).  Recent research concerns include what New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina reveals about the question What is a City? (In
press, 2008).  Other research considers the relevance of Cultures of
Internet (ed. 1996) and The Virtual (2003) or intangible aspects of objects
and environments for everyday life and innovation, including the
production of the built environment (Building Tomorrow, co- edited
with André Manseau, 2005).

7PM – Midnight
Closing Night Reception
Faculty Club, University of Alberta, 11435 Saskatchewan Drive
All symposium registrants are cordially invited to meet and mingle
with symposium presenters and other invited special guests.

Welcome to the Art & Science Symposium:
On behalf of the Edmonton Cultural Capital Program and our partner the University of
Alberta, I welcome you to the Art and Science Symposium, and to Edmonton, a city known
for its support of arts and culture of every kind.

Art, science, culture, technology, media and community are all powerful and complex topics.
 Together they paint a picture of a world of tremendous potential and challenge.  This
symposium will explore the relationship and inter-relatedness of these areas.  The program
is designed for pure energy and synergy.  Together, through concentrated and absorbing
presentations and dialogue we’ll explore the landscape and potential for change in how we
view art and science.  Through the panel discussions and questions, I encourage you all to
observe, challenge and question.

I congratulate the organizers of this symposium and thank the University of Alberta for their
partnership and support in bringing together this outstanding group of scholars, innovators,
scientists, artists and community builders.  The stage is set for a thought provoking exploration
of art and science. Thank you, each and every one of you, for being part of this event.

Linda Huffman, Executive Producer, Edmonton Cultural Capital Program

Edmonton – the 2007 Cultural Capital of Canada
Building Connections to Arts and Culture for all Edmontonians

Schedule
Friday November 9
Registration and coffee 9AM-9:45AM
Welcome and opening remarks

10AM – Noon
Keynote Speaker
Alan Lightman

At the Crossroads of Science and the Arts
Alan Lightman speaks about artists and scientists, and the
essential qualities they share – inspiration, creativity, and the thirst
for discovery.

In this lecture, physicist and novelist Alan Lightman discusses the differences
and similarities between the scientific and artistic endeavors, drawing upon
his own unique experience as a member of both communities.  From his
unique point of view, he explores different ways of knowing the world,
different approaches to truth, and different patterns of creativity.
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Alan Lightman
"A scientist who is a humanist in the noblest sense of the word."  That's
what The Los Angeles Times calls bestselling author Alan Lightman,
one of a select group of thinkers whose work has successfully and
elegantly bridged the gap between the worlds of science and art. A
theoretical physicist and a writer, Alan Lightman's novels include The
Diagnosis, a finalist for the National Book Award, and the international
bestseller Einstein's Dreams, which has become one of the most widely
read books on college campuses.  Lightman's much-anticipated newly
released novel, Ghost, explores the delicate divide between the physical
world and the spiritual world.  Readers are taken on a journey between
skepticism and faith, between the natural and the supernatural and
between science and religion.

Praised by The New York Times as "a scientist in love with words, one
who can write clearly and appealingly about his subject for a lay
readership," Lightman is widely considered one of the great scientific
interpreters of his generation.  His acclaimed non-fiction books include
A Sense of the Mysterious and The Discoveries: Great Breakthroughs
in 20th Century Science, which includes the original papers.  His essays
have appeared in Nature, The Atlantic Monthly, The New Yorker and top
scientific journals.

Lightman has served on the faculties of Harvard, where he taught
physics and astronomy, and MIT, where he was one of the first people
to receive a dual faculty appointment in science and the humanities.

Moderator: John Beamish
Chair & Professor, Department of Physics – Faculty of Science, University
of Alberta.

Noon – 1:30PM
Light refreshments will be provided for symposium registrants in the
Snell Lobby area.

1:30PM – 4PM
Panel One _ Mysteries Unfolding: Science, Art and the Body
While science delves ever deeper into the intricate working of
the body, artists explore a parallel path, reflecting and affecting
the miracle of our physicality.

Featured Speakers

Alan Bleakley
Medicine’s Exquisite Corpse: Art, Science and Medical Aesthetics

The surrealists invented a parlour game called the ‘Exquisite Corpse’.
 It is a game of folded paper played by several people, who compose
a sentence or drawing without anyone seeing the preceding
collaboration.  The example which gave the game its name was:  ‘The-
exquisite-corpse-will-drink-new-wine.’ This line is a wonderful metaphor
for the contemporary rebirth of collaboration between medicine and
art – spheres of life that should never have been separated in the first
place and which have a natural affinity.

developing alternative perspectives and methods of research and
knowledge sharing with native communities.  She explores and promotes
community-based research that reflects cultural context.

David Miall
The Necessity of Reading: Evolution and Literature

David Miall was born in Sussex in England.  After giving up a first
career as a musician (conducting and teaching), he studied English
Literature at the University of Stirling (Scotland) and embarked upon
an academic career.  He became particularly interested in the study of
literary reading, based on asking real readers about their responses as
well as conducting experiments on reading; he also builds on the
research in reading in cognitive psychology and neuropsychology.  He
was one of the first empirical researchers to emphasize the importance
of feeling in reading.  David Miall is currently a professor in the English
Department at the University of Alberta, specializing in literature of the
British Romantic period.  Over seventeen years he has collaborated
with Don Kuiken in the Department of Psychology.  This association led
to the publication of Miall’s recent book, Literary Reading: Empirical
and Theoretical Studies (2006).

Panel Moderator: Melinda Pinfold
Graduate Student (PhD Candidate), Department of Psychology, University
of Alberta.

Noon – 1:30PM
Light refreshments will be provided for symposium registrants in the
Snell Lobby area.

Noon – 1PM
Art Walk: We invite you to join us on a walk through the art collection
at the Health Science Centre.  Sign up and details at the Symposium
Registration Desk.

1:30PM – 4PM
Panel Three – Manifestations: The Tangible Object
Ideas are potent in every form, but perhaps most understandable
when we can experience them through our senses – seeing,
hearing and touching the creative thought.

Featured Speakers

Will Bauer
The Poet’s Bandwidth: Recent Thinking about the Tangible
Thought and non-Cartesian Perspective – an Open Letter of
Experiment from the Edge of the Middle of Nowhere.

Will Bauer is an artist and engineer working with "integrated" (as
opposed to "multi") media. He is the inventor of the Gesture And Media
System (GAMS) - a wireless 3D virtual media control and integration
tool increasingly used by artists and corporations around the world.
Will shuffles a little bit, sings, writes music, prose, and poetry. He is
also the author of various publications on art and technology, has



In this talk, I will explore how the ‘medical body’ has been re-animated
by contemporary visual art in particular and how medical education
can benefit from this work. I will illustrate this through examples of
research projects I am involved with in the field of medical humanities,
best described by the term ‘medical aesthetics’.

Alan Bleakley began his career as a scientist, first in zoology and
biochemistry, and later neuropsychology. He has a background in
biology, psychology, cultural studies, psychotherapy, literature, and
education, with a doctorate from the University of Sussex.  He works
in medical education running the education research program for the
Peninsula Medical School, England.  He has taught and researched in
higher education for nearly 30 years, has written three books on the
psychology of the imagination, a collection of poetry, and numerous
scholarly articles.  His current research focuses upon teamwork in
operating theatres and the aesthetics of medicine, including clinical
judgment.  Alan is an arts collaborator particularly in the area of visual
arts.  He lives in the far west of England overlooking one of the world’s
most beautiful beaches, where he regularly surfs.

Jim Ruxton and Camille Turner
Sync: The Beauty of Nature’s Systems

Jim Ruxton is an engineer and artist who specializes in bringing
electronics into various fields of the arts. He is one of the founders of
“Subtle Technologies”, a not-for-profit arts organization dedicated to
blurring the boundaries between art and science.  He collaborates in
the areas of dance, theatre, and film to create interactive kinetic
environments.  His company Cinematronics has provided numerous
electronic props for films and television. Jim was awarded two Dora
awards in 2002 for set and lighting design, and was recently awarded
a patent for a new type of lighting system.

Camille Turner is a Toronto-based media/performance artist and
cultural producer. She is one of the founding members of “Year Zero
One”, a collective operating as a network for the dissemination of digital
culture, and has presented her work worldwide.  Camille has a strong
interest in helping communities who have been left out of the digital
mainstream to represent themselves and make their voices heard in
a world in which power is increasingly defined by technological fluency.

Jeffrey Burns
Crossing Territories in Medicine and Art

Jeffrey Burns is a painter whose work has a strong connection to
natural, organic and human forms.  In recent work he has combined
imagery of the environment with forms from the body.  Source images
are often from microscopy and aerial photography, or interpretive
drawings and diagrams from the environmental sciences and medicine.
 He recently completed a residency at the Medical Humanities Program
at Dalhousie University, where he was able to research further into the
relationship between art and medicine.  Jeffrey is currently an Associate
Professor in the Department of Fine Arts at Mount Allison University

in Sackville, New Brunswick.  He has exhibited his work at galleries in
many parts of Canada, and is represented in both public and private
collections.

Panel Moderator: Pamela Brett-MacLean
Co-Director, Arts and Humanities in Health and Medicine Program
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, University of Alberta

4PM – 7PM
Reception at Snell Hall, University of Alberta Hospital
All symposium registrants are invited to meet and mingle with presenters
and special guests.

Saturday, November 10
Registration and Coffee 9AM-9:45AM

10AM – Noon
Panel Two - All in the Mind: Learning, Aesthetics and
Ways of Knowing
How does the mind define our experience of art and culture?
This panel explores the issue from three perspectives – culture,
evolution and biology.

Featured Speakers

Ellen Dissanayake
The Deep Structure of the Arts

Ellen Dissanayake is an independent scholar whose work focuses on
the anthropological exploration of art and culture.  Her work investigates
the idea that art is not only learned, or “cultural”, but also biological or
“natural” in origin.  Ellen Dissanayake lives in Seattle, and is affiliated
with the University of Washington.  She has taught at the University
of Edinburgh in Scotland, the National Arts School in Papua New Guinea,
and several other international institutions.  She lectures frequently on
the origins of Art.  Her work emerged out of her lived experience in
Sri Lanka, Nigeria, India, Madagascar, and Papua New Guinea, where
she observed first-hand the cultural differences and attitudes toward
art and culture.

Ellen Bielawski
Philosophy of Science and Indigenous Knowledge

Ellen Bielawski is the Dean of the School of Native Studies at the
University of Alberta.  An archeologist and anthropologist, she has
studied the relationship between western science and aboriginal
knowledge, and has unearthed a vast field of largely unexamined areas
of thought, enquiry, and information.She has worked extensively in
the north, and through her research she has contributed to the
awareness and preservation of numerous aboriginal cultural resources,
including cultural sites, burial grounds, language, and intellectual
property rights.  Throughout her career Ellen Bielawki has focused on
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